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And in the 36th year of his Age; 
Also here lyes the Body of Mary, wife 

of the above William Roscow, 

and Daughter of Col. Wm. Wilson, 

of Elizabeth City County, who was 

Born in October, 1675. 

And dyed Jan. the nth, 1741, in the 67th 

Year of her age. ' ' 

William 1 and Mary Roscow had issue: I. James', of Hamp- 
ton, appointed Receiver-General of Virginia, January 22d, 1716; 
apparently died without issue; II. William'; III. Willis', born 
about 1 701, and died under age and without issue. 

William" Roscow, of Blunt Point, sheriff of Warwick 1729, 
and member of the House of Burgesses 1726, and 1736. He 
married Lucy, daughter of Colonel Wm. Bassett, of "Eltham," 
New Kent county, and besides several sons, who died without 
issue, before 1768, had a son, James* Roscow, of Blunt Point, 
J. P. for Warwick, 1769, at whose petition, in 1768, the General 
Assembly docked the entail on a tract called Derby's, 700 
acres, in Warwick. In 1770 he again petitioned the Assembly 
to dock the entail on all his remaining lands, consisting of two 
estates, Blunt Point, and Stanley Hundred, in Warwick county, 
stating he then had no issue. But there were doubtless others 
who had an interest under the entail, and the petition was re- 
jected. It was offered again in 1774, but no action was taken. 



John Paul Jones as a Citizen of Virginia. 



The renewed interest in the history of our navy, excited by 
the victories of the war with Spain, called forth several interest- 
ing papers on that most notable naval officer of the Revolution, 
John Paul Jones, and public attention has been recently directed 
towards him by the report that his long-forgotten burial place in 
Paris had been discovered. The main incidents of his career 
are, of course, well known, including the fact that he came to 
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Fredericksburg, Va. , to inherit the estate of a deceased brother 
William Paul; but it has not been generally known that he was 
a resident of that town for about two years, nor that during the 
time in which he served the United States with such distin- 
guished gallantry, he was a citizen of the State of Virginia. 
The latter fact was passed upon and affirmed by the highest 
legal authorities in Virginia, and the executive department of 
the State 'Government, acting upon this advice, granted his heirs 
9,000 acres of land, as due to him as a citizen of Virginia for his 
services during the Revlution. 

A recent letter in the Richmond Dispatch, from Fredericks- 
burg, gives the following account of his connection with that 
town : 

"According to the records of the County Court, he came 
here in 1773 to administer on an estate of his brother, William 
Paul, who died here in 1772. William came here in 1760, 
and shortly afterwards entered the mercantile business, in which 
he was engaged up to the time of his death. The store occu- 
pied by him is on the corner of Main and Market streets, and 
is the same building in which George Washington was made 
a Mason. Tradition also says that one of the rooms in the 
building was used by John during his residence here, which was 
nearly two years, as his lodging quarters. It was also during 
his citizenship here that he received his appointment from the 
Colonial Congress as lieutenant in the navy. It was here, too, 
that he added Jones to his patronymic, which, it is said, was in 
token of the friendly act of Colonel Willie Jones, of North Car- 
olina, who became his bondsman for ^500 when he administered 
on his brother's estate." 

In 1838, Janette Taylor of Gosport (Portsmouth), Va., pre- 
sented the following : 

" Memorial of the Heirs of Com. Jno. Paul Jones. 
"To the Governor and Council of the State of Virginia: 

"The Memorial of the devisees of Commodore John Paul 
Jones, respectfully represents: 

' ' That their testator was a citizen of Virginia and a resident 
in the Town of Fredericksburg, when he accepted a commission 
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in the Continental navy, dated the 22d day of December, 1775 
(see Journal of Congress, Vol. 1st, p. 212), as first Lieutenant 
of the Alfred, on board which ship before Philadelphia, he 
hoisted with his own hands the flag of freedom the first time it 
was displayed. 

"That, as Captain of the Ranger, in Quiberon bay, on the 
14th of February, 1778, he claimed and obtained from Monsieur 
La Motte Picquet the first salute the flag of the infant republic 
received from a foreign power. That he had been residing in 
Fredericksburg about two years previous to accepting his com- 
mission. 

"That he continued to serve until the Independence of his 
adopted Country was acknowledged and the war ended; and he 
was at the time of his death the senior officer in the United 
States Navy. 

" Your memorialists deem it unnecessary to advert particu- 
larly to the services he rendered during the Revolution, the doc- 
uments relative to them are filed in the office of the Secretary of 
Congress, and form a part of the history of that eventful period; 
for a portion of them, however, they beg leave to refer to the 
report of the Board of Admiralty of the 2 lh of March, 1781, 
from which the following is an extract: 

[Here follow the extracts referred to; but as they are printed, 
with much other matter in regard to John Paul Jones, in the 
"Memorial of Janette Taylor, et at,, representatives of John 
Paul Jones," Doc. No. 19, House of Representatives, 24th Con- 
gress, second session, it is unnecessary to reprint them here. 
The printed Congressional document referred to is filed with the 
memorial to the Governor and Council of Virginia.] 

"Your memorialists are advised that their testator being a 
resident of Virginia when he entered the service, and having 
faithfully served from the commencement to the end of the war, 
became entitled to the Land Bounty promised all who should so 
serve. 

"They therefore hope that the quantity allowed by law to 
officers of his rank may now be granted to them. 

"Janette Taylor, 
" On behalf of myself and the other Heirs of John Paul Jones." 
[Executive Archives, State of Virginia.'] 
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Filed with this memorial is a letter from Judge Francis T. 
Brooke, of the Court of Appeals of Virginia, who was born near 
Fredericksburg, and whose residence, "St. Julien," was near 
by. His brother, Dr. Lawrence Brooke, was surgeon of the 
Bon Homme Richard, of which ship another Virginian, Richard 
Dale, was first lieutenant. A copy of this letter follows: 

"St. Julien, June 26, 1838. 
"My Dear Sir: 

' ' I have received your letter from Richmond. All I remem- 
ber of John P. Jones I had from my Brother, Doctor Brooke, 
who was surgeon of the Bon Homme Richard the whole of her 
celebrated cruise. I think I remember, when very young, to 
have seen him in the year 1773. I was at school in Fred'g, 
and his brother, William Paul, was a Scotch tailor who made my 
clothes. On his death John came to Fred'g to adm. on his prop- 
erty. I then saw him in the shop when I went for my clothes, 
this, on seeing his picture years after, I remembered; it is amis- 
take that his brother was a merchant. I do not think he remained 
long in Fred'g; the next year I think he was employed in the 
navy. 

' ' Yours very sincerely, 

Francis T. Brooke." 
[To General Wm. Lambert, Richmond.] 

The other papers relating to the grant of bounty lands to the 
heirs of John Paul Jones, are on file in the Virginia State Land 
office. 

"Executive Department, Richmond, Dec. 21, 1838. 

The Heirs of John Paul Jones are allowed Land Bounty for 
his services as a Captain in the Continental Navy equal in rank 
to a Brigadier General in the Continental Line, for a service of 
seven years and ten months and eleven days. 

The Register (will) issue a warrant accordingly, if not yet here- 
tofore drawn. 

David Campbell. 
Attest: 

Jno. B. Richardson. 

8725^ On the 25th October, 1839, warrants No. 8725 for 600 

8726 > acres, and No. 8726 for 382 acres, and No. 8727 for 3,003 

8727 ) acres issued to Janette Taylor, devisee of said Captain 
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John Paul Jones, dec'd, and heir at law of Janette and William 
Taylor, two of the devisees of the said John Paul Jones, de- 
ceased." [Land Bounty Warrants, Vol. 3, p. 474.] 

Janette Taylor was the author of a life of John Paul Jones 
(N. Y., 1830), "from letters, &c, in the possession of the 
author. ' ' 



"On the 14th day of November, 1839, Exchange warrants 
No. 417 for 510 acres, and No. 478 for 2,503$ acres issued to 
Janette Taylor, devisee of John Paul Jones, deceased, and heir 
at law of Janette Taylor and Wm. Taylor, devisees of the said 
John Paul Jones,, dec'd. The above warrants issued in exchange 
of original warrant, No. 8727." [Land Bounty Warrants, Vol. 
3. P- 475] 

"8739} On the 9th day of December, 1839, warrant No. 8739 
8740 V for 2,3251'! acres issued to Jane Williamson, Elizabeth 
8741 ) McKinnell, Mary Ann Lowden, George L. Lowden, and 
Mary Ann Lowden, Devisees of Captain Paul Jones, deceased, 
warrant No. 8740 for 5,2311? acres issued to Jane Williamson, 
Elizabeth McKinnell and Mary Ann Lowden first above named, 
and warrant No. 8741 for 1,7431? acres issued to George L. Low- 
den and Mary Ann Lowden, devisees of the said John Paul 
Jones, deceased." [Land Bounty Warrants, Vol. 3, p. 476.] 



Norfolk Borough: 

At a Hustings Court and held the 30th day of January, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine. 
It appearing to the satisfaction of the court it is ordered to be 
certified that John Paul Jones, an officer in the Continental Navy 
during the war of the Revolution, died in the City of Paris about 
the year 1792, and by his last will and Testament devised all his 
property to his two sisters, Janette Taylor and Mary Ann Low- 
den and their children in equal proportions — that at the time of 
his death there were ten devisees, Janette Taylor and her two 
children, Janette and William Taylor, and Mary Ann Lowden 
and her six children — and that it further appears to the satisfac- 
tion of the court that Janette Taylor, the sister of the said John 
Paul Jones, and William Taylor, her son, have departed this 
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life, and that Janette Taylor, the only surviving devisee of that 
branch of the testator's family is entitled to one-tenth as a devi- 
see under the will of her uncle, the said John Paul Jones, and 
to two-tenths as representative of the deceased mother and 
brother, the said Janette Taylor and William Taylor deceased. 

A Copy — Teste: 

Jno. Williams, C. C. 

[Addressed] Genl. William Lambert, Richmond." 
[ Va. Land Office Files.'] 

"Norfolk Borough, to-wit: 

This day Alexander B. Pinkham personally appeared before 
me, a justice of the peace for said Borough, and made oath that 
he is well acquainted with Miss Janette Taylor, now residing at 
his house in Gosport, Virginia, and has no doubt but that she is 
the niece of Commodore John Paul Jones. 

Given under my hand and seal this 30 day of January, 1839. 

M. King. [Seal.] 
J. P. & Mayor. 

I am well acquainted with Lieutenant Pinkham of the navy 
who has sworn to the above affidavit, I believe him to be a gen- 
tleman of honor and veracity. 

M. King, J. P. & Mayor. 

Norfolk, January 30, 1839. [ Pa. Land Office Files."] 



[Inclosure in Preceding.] 

"Va. L. Office, Richmond, Jan' y 24, 40. 
Sidney S. Baxter, Esq. : 

D. Sir — Mr. Lowden as one of the heirs of the late Capt. Jno. 
Paul Jones, filed in this office certain documents which entitled 
him and others to obtain their military warrants due for the ser- 
vices of the said Jones, in the Revolutionary war. Mr. Low- 
der wishes to withdraw this documentary evidence to establish 
a certain claim in Denmark. I wish to know whether it would 
be prudent on my part to return to him these papers, and keep 
a copy of them on file. If so I should be glad to accommodate 
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him. Be pleased to endorse on this paper, your views on the 
subject. 

Respectfully, 

S. H. Parker. 

I have examined the papers referred to above and think that 
the Register may with propriety suffer them to be withdrawn. 

S. S. Baxter, Att'y Gen'l. 



" Know all men by these presents, that I, Janette Taylor, at 
present residing in Gosport, Virginia, do hereby constitute, nomi- 
nate and appoint William Lambert, of Richmond, Virginia, my 
true and lawful attorney, to demand and receive from the proper 
officers in Richmond or Washington, any Land Warrant or War- 
rants that may issue on account of the Revolutionary services of 
Commodore John Paul Jones [&c, &c] 

Janetta Taylor," [Seal.] 
Ninth day of January, 1839. [ Va. Land Office Files. . ] 



" Being called upon by Miss Janetta Taylor, to say what I 
know of her claims as devisee of the late John Paul Jones, I 
have to state that although I am not acquainted with the nature or 
merits of these claims, I know that Mrs. Taylor has always been 
represented to me as one of the legal devisees of the said John 
Paul Jones in her right as his neice, and, moreover, that I never 
knew or heard of her relationship in that degree disputed or 
even doubted — and further I fully believe in the truth of Miss 
Janette Taylor's relationship to the deceased John Paul Jones, 
as aforesaid set forth. 

Maxwell Trokes." 
Richmond, 21st March, 1839. [ Va. Land Office Files, .] 

There are also among the papers in the claim filed in the 
Land Office, an attested copy of the original will, in French, 
dated July 15, 1839, by Antoine Boumet Verron, notary in Paris, 
with the certificates of the Chef du Bureau de la Chancellerie 
for the Department of Foreign Affairs, and of Daniel Brent, U. 
S. Consul, a translation made by Stephen du Ponceu, notary 
public, and sworn interpreter of foreign languages of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, dated Philadelphia, December 1st, 
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1794, and copy attested by Michael Pray, Register of Wills, 
Phil., February 15, 1839 [this translation was published in 
Janette Taylor's Life of Jones, pp. 516-47]; legal opinions of 
Conway Robinson, and Sidney S. Baxter, Attorney-General of 
Virginia, on the validity of the will, and two depositions, dated 
September, 1839, by James Shortridge, of Maxwell town, parish 
of Traqueer, and Stewartry, of Kirckudbright, North Britain; 
and John Gregan, of Dumfries, N. B., which stated that John Paul 
(Jones) had only two sisters, Janet, wife of Wm. Taylor, of 
Dumfries, N. B., watchmaker, and Mary, who married first 
Robert Young, of Whitehaven, England, mariner, and secondly, 
to Mark Lowden, of Stank, parish of Rutherwell, county of Dum- 
fries, and that Janet Taylor, died many years before, leaving two 
children, William, who died about 21 years before, leaving issue, 
and Janet, sometime residing in Dumfries, and now in America; 
and that the said Mary left by her marriage with Robert Young, 
two daughters, Jane, relict of David Williamson, of Dumfries, 
merchant; and Elizabeth, relict of Thos. McKinnell, of Minny 
hive, in the county of Dumfries, gentleman, and the said Mary 
had by her marriage with Mark Lowden, • four children, Samuel 
and Nancy, both deceased, Mary, of Glencaple Quay, in the 
parish of Carlaverock, county of Dumfries, spinster; and John 
Lowden, of Charleston, S. C, merchant, who died many years 
since, leaving two children, George Leckie Lowden, late of 
Charleston, S. C, but now of Liverpool, and Mary Ann Low- 
den, spinster, also formerly of Charleston, and now of Liver- 
pool. By his will Jones left his whole estate to be equally di- 
vided between his two sisters and their children. 

It should be added that Dr. Craik, of Alexandria, Va., Wash- 
ington's physician, was a relative, probably a son, of the Mr. 
Craik, of Arbigland, for whom John Paul Jones's father was 
gardener. 

It would seem that there is much justice in the claim of the 
citizens of Fredericksburg that if the remains of John Paul Jones 
are brought to America, they should be placed in that ancient 
.town. 



